










 

 

 

Title:      Purchasing Alcoholic Beverages 

 

 

Date Approved:     May 14, 2021 

 

 

References:       Frank J. Palladini, Past State President letter dated June, 2019 

        Counsel of Compliance and Regulatory Programs, Division of 

   Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco 

        Lieutenant, Bureau of Enforcement. Division of Alcoholic 

   Beverages and Tobacco 

        Beverage Law: Enforcement Chapter 562.07 

        Beverage Law: Administration Chapter 561.57 

        Beverage Law: Enforcement Chapter 562.41  

        Liquor Chapter 565.05 

        Liquor Chapter 565.11 

 

Author:        Richard Martin, PDDGER 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

The Business Practice Committee of the B.P.O. Elks of the State of Florida has prepared this information 

 to assist the Local Lodges of this Fraternal Order.  The FSEA Business Practice Committee is neither 

responsible nor empowered to be responsible for the establishment of such procedures.  The Business  

Practice Committee acts as a resource to assist Local Lodges.  You should always consult your Lodge’s  

tax and legal advisors before engaging in any endeavors or transactions to ensure compliance with  

Federal, State, and Local Laws.  



 

 

     In June 2019, Frank J. Palladini, Past State President originated and 

sent a document to Carl T. Seibert, PDD, COO/State Secretary to be 

forwarded to all Lodges in the State.  All information in Frank Palladini’s 

document is still pertinent and provides good guidance in purchasing 

alcoholic beverages from retail vendors such as Walmart, Publix, ABC 

Liquors, etc.  The following is a follow up and additional information 

to Frank Palladini’s document. 

 

     Written documentation was received from Counsel for Compliance 

and Regulatory Programs, Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco, 

Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation along with 

documentation from Lieutenant, Bureau of Enforcement, Division of  

Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco, Florida Department of Business and 

Professional Regulation.  The documents stated a vendor with a (11C) 

Liquor license can purchase from vendors such as Walmart, Public, 

ABC Liquors, etc. This documentation will be put on the Business 

Practices Committee website. 

 

     The additional information comes from the Florida Statutes and each 

Lodge must comply with these statutes: 

 

 Beverage Law: Enforcement Chapter 562.07 “Illegal 

Transportation of Beverages. – It is unlawful for alcoholic beverages 

to be transported in quantities of more than 12 bottles except as  

 

 



 

 

follows:” Twelve bottles means a total of twelve bottles.  A twelve pack 

of beer equals twelve bottles.  Six bottles of liquor and six bottles of  

wine equals twelve bottles.  Twelve bottles of liquor equals twelve 

bottles.   Five exceptions followed, but currently, no Lodge that I know 

of can qualify.  One way to qualify is identified in Beverage Law:       

Administration Chapter 561.57(3) “A licensed vendor may transport  

alcoholic beverage purchases from a distributor’s place of business to 

the vendor’s licensed premises or off-premises storage, if the vehicle 

used to transport the alcoholic beverages is owned or leased by the 

vendor or any person who has been disclosed on a license application 

filed by the vendor and approved by the division.”  To meet this  

exception would require an additional expense of an owned vehicle or 

leased vehicle. The other additional expense would be paying an 

employee and making sure they are disclosed on a license application. 

 

 Beverage Law: Enforcement Chapter 562.41(5) “Searches;  

penalty. – Licensees, by the acceptance of their license, agree that 

their places of business shall always be subject to be inspected and 

searched without search warrants by the authorized employees of the 

division and also by sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, and police officers during 

business hours or at any other time such premises are occupied by the 

licensee or other persons.”  Every Lodge must remember they can be 

inspected or searched at any time. Any one that refuses to comply 

could be found guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

 

  



 

 

Liquor Chapter 565.05 Purchase of distilled spirits by licensed 

clubs; size of individual containers.  A Lodge may legally purchase 1.75  

liter bottles; however, it will be hard to store and be hard for 

bartenders to handle. Also be aware of Liquor Chapter 565.11 Refilling  

liquor bottles; misrepresentation; penalty.  Anyone caught refilling a 

 bottle from another bottle shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the  

second degree.   
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